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GUY P, JONES 
EDITOR 


Powers and Duties the Health 


Health officers and boards of health, generally, are 
given broad powers in order that they may be 


equipped to act quickly and efficiently in the control | 


of communicable diseases. It is necessary that full 
power to act in an emergency be conferred upon the 


public health authorities. It is also necessary that 


such authorities shall never under any circumstances 


use such powers without cause or for any purpose — 


other than the direct control of communicable dis- 


ase. The efficiency of the health officer may often 
be gauged by the skill and discernment with which 
he exercises the powers that have been conferred upon 
him. The Santa Barbara News in its issue of April 
17, 1936, makes the following editorial comment upon 
this subject: 


‘‘Several suggestions, made here and in other 
cities recently, that the powers of municipal health 
departments be used to accomplish results not s0 
easily obtained by other departments, have—while 

not dangerous or vicious in themselves—drawn 
attention to a danger that is growing throughout 
the United States. It has been urged in Santa 
Barbara and other California cities that, while cer- 
tain problems of zoning, housing and similar prob- 
lems, are not strictly public health questions, they 
could be quickly and satisfactorily handled if con- 
sidered as health matters and subjected to the 
somewhat dictatorial powers of health officers. 

‘‘Health officers have, by state and federal] law, 
been given great and broad powers for the purpose 


of fighting disease and death, and for those pur- 


poses only. 
‘Governmental affairs that have to do with 
appearances, order, comfort, community use and 


‘so on In many places are being classed as health 


matters, so that health officers may be allowed’ to 
step in and use the authority which was given them 
so that they might, without the delays required by 
‘the due process of law,’ act to prevent any spread 
of disease that might be epidemic before. courts 
could hand down a decision, if such had to be 


awaited. 
—-*“Tt is not a matter of health that : a neighborhood 


is unsightly, that a neighborhood is noisy, or that 
certain conditions produce odors that are unpleasant 
but in no way unhealthy. Of course, it might: be 
argued that anything which has to do with the com- 
fort and enjoyment of an individual or a community 


is related to health, but if the issue is stretched that 


far, then every action of government affects the 
health of the people governed—and the health 
departments would be warranted in lowering taxes 
because high taxes cause worry that prevents, or 
often seemingly threatens, the best of health! © 
‘*As a matter of common sense, however, it can‘be 
agreed that health officials are given. dictatorial 
powers so that they can shut off a water supply, if 
it is contaminated with typhoid, or quarantine a 
house or a whole city, if it is the source of danger- 
ous contagion. Under such conditions one can ‘not 
wait for the filing of suit, demurrers, jury, trials, 
court decisions, reviews, appellate court decisions, 
appeals and supreme court decisions plus a few 
demands for new trials.. On" the other .hand;: if 


4 
‘ 
tk 


4 

4 

7 

4 


“4 


4 
| 
‘ . 
‘ 
ey 
% 
‘ 
| 
% 
ia 
hae 
} 
$ 
2 
t% 
| 


50 Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, April 25, 1936 


rotting vegetables cause a disagreeable odor, if 

-clotheslines offend neighbors, even if houses are 

uncomfortable and in bad condition, civilization 

has not reached a state of mind in which it is will- 

— Ing that some officer of the law can order or change 
without ‘due process of law.’ 

-**Tt might be satisfactory—if all health officials 


- within the land were men of broad vision and intel- 


-- ligenece—to allow such absolute activities. That is 
only repeating in another way the old saying that 
‘a benevolent dictatorship is the best type of gov- 
ernment.’ But such benevolence can not always be 
depended upon, and our present system of govern- 
ment in America must be maintained so that it will 
be its own protection against abuse, even if that 

protection often retards progress and causes some 
services of state and municipality to be hindered. 
~“*TIn short, there is little use being a healthy peo- 

_ ple unless we are a free people.’’ 


N. C. P. H. A. TO MEET IN FRESNO 


Dr. I. O. Church, secretary of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Public Health Association, has announced the 
next meeting of the association which will be held in 
Fresno, Saturday, May 9, 1936. a is the 
program : 


1:15 p.m.—Nurses Luncheon and Table—(Hotel Cali- 
fornian) 


“The Nursing Program in a Health District.” 
| - Miss Helen Hartley—San Joaquin County 


Pesascc./ of Nursing Laws of California.” 
| Miss Matilda Harris—Alameda County 


General Discussion—Open to all present. 


4 00 p.m.—Inspection Tour 


To Fresno Sewer Farm and Garbage Disposal 
Dump. 


(Transportation and guides will be at Californian 
Hotel for this excursion. ) 


6 :30 p.m.—Dinner Meeting—($1.00 per Cali- 


fornian ) 


‘“Fresno’s Method of Garbage Waste Disposal. 
Mr. Jean L. 


“Duties of the Sanitary Inspector.” 

: Mr. Walter S. Mangold—Los Angeles County 
Dr. Earl H. Coleman of the Fresno State 

College is president of the association. It is hoped 

that a large number of members will attend this meet- 


ing, the first such ‘meeting to have been scheduled in 
teano. 


2 Many old people, past seventy and eighty, still have 
all their teeth in good condition. Experiments on 


animals indicate that diet has much to do with 


keeping teeth from decaying. Lime, phosphorus and 
vitamin D are needed. Lime is provided by milk, 
cheese, leafy vegetables and egg yolk. Foods rich 
in phosphorus are milk, cheese, egg yolk, meat and 
whole grains. Vitamin D may be found in butter, 
eee yolk, liver, green vegetables and cod liver oil. 


deafness. 


HELP FOR HARD OF HEARING CHILDREN | 


The Otological Section of the California Medical 
Association hag organized a committee of twenty mem- 
bers to study the problems of the hard of hearing in 
California with particular reference to the early 
detection of impaired hearing among children. The 
outline suggested by the committee is as follows: 

1. The development of a closer cooperation between 
the otologists and other agencies concerned with 
‘*Problems of the Hard of Hearing’’ (economic, social, 
educational). 

2. The promotion of annual hearing tests by means 
of 4A Audiometer for all pupils in public and private 


schools. 


3. The establishment of classes for the teaching of 
lipreading in all public and private schools in Cali- 
fornia; this to inelude classes for hard-of-hearing 
adults as well as children. | 

4. The scientific fitting and prescribing by quali- 
fied otologists of individual hearing aids for the 
hard-of-hearing. 


Oo. Lhe installing of group hearing aids in places 


of public assembly, i.e. churches, theaters, publie and 


school auditoriums, ete. 

The chairman of the committee, Dr. Francis L. 
Rogers of Long Beach, states, ‘‘The otologists of Cali- 
fornia earnestly desire to cooperate in a ‘work 
together’ program for the prevention and cure of 
One in every ten people in the United 
States is said to have impaired hearing. Most of this 
is preventable or curable. Every child who repeats 
his grade in school because of impaired hearing suf- — 
fers a personal loss and the state suffers, in the aggre- — 
gate, a huge economic loss. By united action Cali- 
fornia can and should lead the nation in a program 
which offers relief from much human suffering, a 
great social uplift and better opportunities for these 
handicapped citizens.’’ 


The members of the 1935-36 committee are as fol- 
lows: Drs. Harold A. Fletcher, section chairman 
(member ex-officio), Medico-Dental Bldg., San Fran- 
cisco; Dean E. Godwin, section secretary (member 
ex-officio), 820 Professional Bldg., Long Beach; Isaac 
H. Jones, 1980 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles; Frank 


A. Burton, Bank of America Bldg., San Diego; Frank 


S. Baxter, 1624 Franklin St., Oakland; J. Roy Jones, 
California Western States Life Bldg., Sacramento; 
Peter A. Jordan, 241 West Santa Clara St., San Jose; 
Dewey Powell, 242 North Sutter St., Stockton ; Joseph 
Chiapella, Chiapella Bldg., Chico; Harris D. New- 
kirk, Anaheim; B. F. Walker, Fresno; L. L. Hen- 
ninger, Pasadena; Arthur W. Walker, Riverside; Ray 


M. Moose, San Bernardino; Harold L. Snow, San 


Pedro; William J. Mellinger, Santa Barbara; Fred E. 
Karel, Santa Ana; Robert C. Martin, Fitzhugh Bldg., 
San Francisco; Francis L. Rogers, Chairman, 360 
Junipero Avenue, Long Beach. 
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CALIFORNIA CITIES WIN HEALTH AWARDS 


Oakland won first award in cities of between 250,000 
and 900,000 population in the 1935 Inter-Chamber 
City Health Conservation Contest conducted by the 
United States Chamber of Commerce in cooperation 
with the American Public Health Association. A 
special award was granted to Palo Alto which had 
won first place in the contest twice before and which 
maintained the previous high standards of health 
achievement among cities of its population classifica- 
tion in 1985. Honorable mention among cities of 
50,000 to 100,000 population was awarded to Pasa- 
dena and Sacramento, and among cities between 
20,000 and 50,000 population honorable mention was 
awarded to Santa Barbara. 

In this contest New York State won 8 awards and 
California 5. Four prizes each went to Connecticut, 
New Jersey and Michigan. Massachusetts and Minne- 
sota received 3 awards each. Two awards went to 
Pennsylvania. One award each was given to Florida, 


Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, North Carolina, Oklahoma, : 


Texas, Washington and Wisconsin. 


This contest, which is open to cities anywhere in the © 


country, is for the purpose of determining which 
cities of various populations are conducting the most 
_ effective community public health programs in efforts 
to prevent premature deaths and those economic losses 
which may be due to unnecessary illness. 

In announcing the results of the contest the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association makes the following 
comment: 

‘‘Of the first place winners, New York received 
2; and one each went to California, Massachusetts, 
Michigan and Minnesota. The fact that New York and 
California won so many awards is probably due not 


only to the fact that they both have splended examples 
of good local health services but also to the very active 


support and help of the state departments of health — 


in these states. 
“Competing cities are judged on the basis of the 
availability and use of safe water supplies, the ade- 
quacy of sewage disposal, the extent to which children 
are protected against such diseases as diphtheria and 
smallpox, the number of expectant mothers who 
receive proper prenatal care, the number of babies 
who are being kept well through adequate medical 


supervision, the safety and purity of the milk supply, 


the use of effective measures for the control and pre- 
vention of such diseases as tuberculosis and venereal 
diseases and the extent to which the physicians and 
dentists are practicing preventive medicine. 

‘*It 1s very gratifying to find that the death rates 
are declining more rapidly in the cities participating 
in the contest than in the country as a whole. This 
may well reflect the greater progress made in all 
health matters in these cities. 

‘*In 1935 there were 234 cities in the contest whose 
populations totaled over 23 millions, more than one- 


quarter of the total urban population of this country. 
Forty-five states, the Islands of Hawaii, and Alaska 
were represented.’’ 


HONOR TO DEPARTMENTAL PUBLICATION 


A pamphlet entitled ‘‘The Baby’’ has just been 
issued by the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
and in it there is reprinted, by permission, an outline 
of the physical standards for a one-year-old child, as 
distributed by the Bureau of Child Hygiene of the 
California State Department of Public Health. 


DESCENDENT OF JENNER IN CALIFORNIA 


The followmg interesting communication was 


received in connection with the revision of the mailing 
list of the WEEKLY BULLETIN : 


‘Mill Valley, Cal., April 16, 1936. 
Dear Mr. 


I inclose form for my continuation on the mailing 
list of the excellent publication the WEEKLY BUL- 
LETIN. 

You may be interested to know that I am, on my 
mother’s side, a direct descendant of the vaecinator, 
Edward Jenner, and closely related to the late Sir 
William Jenner who used to doctor me in my child- 
hood days. (I am now 70 years old, nearly.) 

Exxeuse this personal note, but I am very proud 


of this fact. 


Yours sincerely, | 
(Signed) C. JENNER-Hoaa. 


There is no actual decline of mental power with 
increasing age is the announcement made by Dr. 
Irving Lorge of Columbia University. Dimming 
sight, slowing movements, dulled hearing is not a loss 
of mental power but merely a decrease in speed, 
according to Dr. Lorge. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
April 18, 1936 


Chickenpox 


609 cases: Alameda County 4, Alameda 3, Berkeley 2, Oakland 
36, Piedmont 7, Amador County 6, Contra Costa County 3, 
Martinez 8, Crescent City 4, Fresno County 9, Fresno 13, Orland 
5, Humboldt County 1, Eureka 30, Imperial County > Calexico 1, 
Kern County 8, Los Angeles County 28, Alhambra 3, Burbank 1, 
Claremont l, Glendale 7, Huntington Park 3 Inglewood 1, Long 
Beach 18, Los Angeles 43, Montebello 1, Pasadena 5, San 
Fernando 1, Santa Monica 7, Whittier 5, South Gate 2, Gardena 
2, San Rafael 2, Merced County 2, Merced 10, Pacific Grove 1, 
Napa 2, Orange ‘County 23, Anaheim $4 - Orange 2, Santa Ana 14, 
Placentia 3, Tustin 1, San Clemente 13, Riverside County 1, 
Sacramento 8, Ontario 3, San Bernardino 4, San Diego County 
14, Escondido 6, San Diego 54, San Francisco 24, San Joaquin 
County 23, Lodi 2, Stockton 23, Tracy 4, San Luis Obispo 


County 9, San Mateo County 4, San Mateo 1, Santa Barbara 2, 


Santa Clara County 17, Palo Alto 19, San Jose 9, Santa Cruz 
County 1, Santa Cruz 4, Shasta County 1, Siskiyou County 1, 
Benicia ‘. Stanislaus County 5, Turlock 1, Ventura County 10, 
California 1.* 


Diphtheria 


29 cases: Oakland 2, Fresno 1, Imperial County 1, Imperial 1, 
Kern County 1, Los ’ Angeles County 3, Los Angeles Ike San 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
ia 
p> 
if 
. 
t 
Fis 
‘4 
\ 
* 


| 


Stanislaus County 1, 


Redding 1, 


52 Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, April 25, 1936 


Diego County 1, San Francisco l, Stockton 4, Tehama County l, 
Exeter 1, Porterville 1. 


German Measles 


522 cases: Alameda County 16, Alameda 13, Berkeley 121, 
Oakland 57, Piedmont 8, San Leandro 4, Contra Costa County 4, 
Martinez 8, Pinole 3, Fresno County 7, Eureka 58, Fortuna 1, 
Imperial County 1, Calexico 1, Kern County 2, Los Angeles 
County 14, Burbank 1, Glendale 2, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 22, 
Los Angeles 10, Pasadena 3, Pomona 1, Whittier 1, South Gate 
1, Napa 2, Orange County 18, Anaheim 1, Huntington Beach 2, 


Orange 7, Santa Ana 15, Seal Beach 1, La Habra 1, Laguna 


Beach 1, Colfax 14, Riverside County 5, Riverside 13, Sacramento 
1, Ontario 1, San Bernardino 1, El Cajon 1, National City 2, 
San Diego 3, San Francisco 37, Stockton 19, San Luis Obispo 
County 1, Arroyo Grande 1, Burlingame 1, South San Francisco 
2, Santa Clara County 3, San Jose 1, Benicia 5, Vallejo 1, Yolo 
County 1, Davis 1. | | 


Influenza | 


570 cases: Oakland 2, Orland 125, Kern County 47, Los Angeles 
County 12, Alhambra 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 16, Pasa- 
dena 1, Bell 1, Placer County 4, San Bernardino County 1, San 
Diego County 2, San Joaquin County 2, Santa Clara County 20, 

Sutter County 329, Tehama County 4, 
Santa Paula 1.. 


Malaria 


6 cases. San Joaquin County 3, Lodi 1, Sutter County 1, 
California 1.* 


2743 cases: Alameda County 16, Alameda 71, Albany 2, Berke- 
ley 32, Emeryville 1, Livermore 11, Oakland 98, Piedmont 28, 
Butte County 5, Gridley 3, Colusa 3, Contra Costa County 5, 
Concord 2, Martinez 6, Pittsburg 15, Richmond 4, El Dorado 
County 5, Fresno County 41, Fresno 61, Sanger 2, Glenn County 
1, Orland 3, Eureka 5, Kern County 46, Taft 3, Kings County 
5, Lassen County 5, Susanville 2, Los Angeles County 178, 
Alhambra 11, Arcadia 11, Azusa 4, Beverly Hills 22, Burbank 7, 
Claremont 1, Compton. 6, Culver City 8, Glendale 40, Glendora 2, 
Huntington Park 30, Inglewood 9, Long Beach 24, Los Angeles 
498, Monrovia 57, Montebello 2, Pasadena 81, Pomona 5, Redondo 
33, San Fernando 2, Santa Monica 38, Sierra Madre 3, South 
Pasadena 10, Whittier 36, Torrance 3, Lynwood 1, West Covina 
1, South Gate 6, Maywood 8, Bell 5, Madera County 10, Marin 
County 6, Merced County 4, Monterey County 20, King City 59, 
Napa County 1, Napa 18, Grass Valley 3, Orange County 5, 
Anaheim 1, Brea 1, Orange 5, Santa Ana 5, Seal Beach 29, 
San Clemente 7, Placer County 1, Colfax 3, Riverside County 
28, Beaumont 3, Corona 31, Riverside 27, Sacramento 4, San 
Bernardino County 5, Ontario 2, Redlands 23, Rialto 1, San 
Bernardino 35, San Diego County 10, Coronado 1, Escondido 4, 
San Diego 130, San Francisco 383, Lodi 1, San Luis .Obispo 


| County 4, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo County 6, Burlingame 


7, Daly City 1, Redwood City 1, San Mateo 3, San Carlos 1, 
Lompoc 2, Santa Barbara 37, Santa Clara County 30, Morgan 
Hill 1, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 10, Santa Cruz 1, Shasta County 45, 
Solano County 1, Benicia 27, Vallejo 4, Sonoma 
County 10, Stanislaus County 1, Ceres 4, Sutter County 5, Yuba 
City 9, Tehama County 15, Red Bluff 1, Tulare County 1, 
Lindsay 2, Tulare 1, Tuolumne County 18, Sonora 1. 


520 cases: Alameda County 2, Alameda 1, Albany 8, Berkeley 
9, Oakland 13, Butte County 1, Contra Costa County 3, Hercules 
3, Martinez 1, Pinole 14, Richmond 1, El Dorado County 2, 
Placerville 9, Fresno County 17, Fresno 16, Orland 31, Calexico 
11, Kern County 7, Bakersfield 1, Taft 3, Los Angeles County 19, 
Alhambra 2, Beverly Hills 8, Burbank 5, Compton 1, Culver City 
3, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 1, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 44, 
Los Angeles 42, Montebello 3, Pasadena 7, Pomona 2, Redondo 
5, Sierra Madre 1, South Pasadena 5, Whittier 3, Merced County 
2, Merced 1, Orange County 1, Anaheim 1, Orange 2, Santa Ana 
10, La Habra 1, Colfax 5, Riverside County 21, Corona 6, River- 
side 12, Sacramento 40, Ontario 3, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 
County 8, Escondido 15, Oceanside 1, San Diego 24, San Fran- 
cisco 2, San Joaquin County 3, Stockton 5, Tracy 1, Santa 
Barbara 8, San Jose 4, Siskiyou County 7, Stanislaus County 2, 
Ceres 1, Tehama County 10, Red Bluff 4, Tulare County 9, 
Fillmore 1, Yolo County 2. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


74 cases: Oakland 4, Piedmont 1, Fresno County 2, Fresno 1, 
Humboldt County 1, Los Angeles County 9, Glendale 1, Los 
Angeles 30, Monrovia 1, Pasadena 1, San Fernando 1, Whittier 1, 
South Gate 1, Bell 1, Madera County 1, Riverside County 1, San 
Diego 2, San Francisco 10, Lodi 1, Siskiyou County 1, Modesto l, 
Tulare 1, Fillmore 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


287 cases: Alameda 1, Oakland 6, Butte County 1, Chico 4, 
Colusa 1, Richmond 1, Placerville 1, Fresno County 5, Orland 1, 
Humboldt County 1, Eureka 6, Imperial County 6, El Centro l, 
Imperial 1, Kern County 5, Bakersfield 2, Kings County 1, Los 
Angeles County 6, Avalon 1, Beverly Hills 1, Burbank 1, Glen- 
dale 3, Huntington Park 2, La Verne 1, Long Beach 5, Los 
Angeles 48, Monrovia 2, Pasadena 2, Pomona 1, Redondo 1, Santa 
Monica 4, Whittier 1, South Gate 1, Madera County 1, Chow- 
chilla 1, Modoc County 1, Napa County 1, Brea 1, Fullerton 4, 
Placer County 3, Riverside County 10, Beaumont 1, Corona l, 


Riverside 5, Sacramento 6, San Bernardino County 2, Redlands 
1, San Diego County 3, National City 2, San Diego 10, San 
Francisco 61, San Joaquin County 1, Tracy 1, San Luis Obispo 
County 5, Burlingame 1, Redwood City 1, Santa Barbara 
County 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 5, San Jose.4, 
Santa Cruz 1, Shasta County 1, Petaluma 7, Modesto 1, Oakdale : 
3, Tulare County 1, Dinuba 6, Lindsay 4, Ventura County 2; 
Winters 2, Woodland 1. 


Smallpox 


16 cases: Martinez 2, Kern County 6, Modoc County 7, Cali- 
fornia 1.* | 


Typhoid Fever 


12 cases: Martinez 1, Imperial County 1, Kern County 1, Long 
Beach 1, Los Angeles 1, Sacramento County 2, Santa Cruz 
County 1, Tehama County 1, Yolo County 1, California 2.* 


Whooping Cough 


499 cases: Alameda County 1, Alameda 9, Albany 2, Berkeley 
30, Oakland 28, Piedmont 2, San Leandro 1, Fresno County 9, 
Kern County 3, Kings County 2, Susanville 2, Los Angeles 
County 12, Beverly Hills 2, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 4, 
Inglewood 1, Long Beach 45, Los Angeles 42, Pasadena 3, 
Whittier 2, Lynwood 1, South Gate 1, Signal Hill 2, Bell 2, 
Monterey 1, Salinas 1, Orange County 4, Anaheim 1, Brea 1, 
Huntington Beach 2, Santa Ana 4, La Habra 1, Placer County 1, 
Riverside County 4, Riverside 9, Sacramento 5, Redlands 2, San 
Diego County 49, Coronado 7, San Diego 72, San Francisco 18, 
San Joaquin County 11, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Clara 


County 7, San Jose 13, Santa Cruz County 2, Santa Cruz 1, 


Sonoma County 6, Exeter 2, Ventura County 1, Oxnard 2, Santa 
Paula 1, Yolo County 60, Woodland 2. | ; 


| Meningitis (Epidemic) 


6 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles 3, San Diego 1, Siskiyou 
County 1. 
Dysentery (Bacillary) 

2 cases: Los Angeles 1, San Fernando 1. 


Leprosy 
One case: Oakland. 


Pellagra | 


4 cases: Los Angeles County 2, San Bernardino County 1, San 
Francisco 1. | 


Poliomyelitis 


4 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles 3. 


Tetanus | 
One case: Eureka. 


Trachoma 
2 cases: San Francisco 1, Stockton 1. 


Plague (Bubonic) 
One case. Sonoma County. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
One case: Merced County. 


Food Poisoning 


11 cases: Oakland 3, Los Angeles County 3, Los Angeles 2, 
Madera County 2, Riverside 1. 


Undulant Fever 
3 cases: San Fernando 1, Riverside County 1, Riverside 1. 


Septic Sore Throat (Epidemic) 


5 cases: Oakland 1, Colusa 1, Bakersfield 1, Paso Robles Il, 
South San Francisco 1. | | 


Rabies (Animal) 


16 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Alhambra 1, Compton 1, Glen- 
dale 1, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 6, Redondo 2, 
Stockton 1, Visalia 1. 


* Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the state throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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